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In this age of ever-increasing air 
travel, the Air Traffic Controller is an 
essential part of the team which al- 
lows the flying public to span conti- 
nents and oceans in a matter of a few 
hours. 


Aircraft such as the Concorde pic- 
tured on the right are flying higher, 
faster and with more passengers than 
ever before, thus providing a greater 
challenge and responsibility for those 
whose task entails the provision of 
absolute safety along with economy 
of time — the AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROLLER. 


Air Traffic Controllers provide 
control services to aircraft in the air 
and on the manoeuvering areas of 
airports. They have the responsibility 
of preventing collisions between air- 
craft under their control, while at the 
same time ensuring that delays are 
minimized. 


Additional services which are pro- 
vided by the controller include: pro- 
viding pilots with information on 
weather, navigational aids, airports, 
etc.; monitoring of navigational aids 
and electronic equipment; alerting of 
emergency services for aircraft which 
are lost or in an emergency situation 
and providing radar assistance as 
required. 


An Air Traffic Controller becomes 
proficient in four main functional 
operations, which are: 


1) The Ground Controller, who 
provides radio control to air- 
craft, service vehicles, construc- 
tion equipment, snow removal 
machinery and other vehicles 
which are operating on or near 
the runways of an airport. 


2) The Airport Controller, who 

provides radio control service to 
aircraft taking off, landing or 
flying in the vicinity of the 
airport. 


This controller works, for the 
most part, by actually seeing the 
aircraft under his control, al- 
though radar has been installed 
in many control towers to enable 
him to “see” beyond his normal 
range of vision. 


The airport and ground con- 
troller work as a team, and each 
is able to do the other person’s 
job. 


3) The Terminal Controller, 

who provides control service to, 
and directs the movement of, 
aircraft flying “on instruments”’, 
which are arriving at or depart- 
ing from major airports. Termi- 
nal controllers are aided by radar 
and other electronic equipment 
that enables them to “‘see”’ air- 
craft which are too distant to be 
under the control of the Airport 
Controller. 


Normally, terminal controllers 
direct the movement of aircraft 
within 40 miles of the airport. 
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4) The Area Controller, who 
provides control service to, and 
directs the movement of, aircraft 
flying “on instruments” along 
the airways which link all parts 
of Canada and at any time when 
these aircraft are not being con- 
trolled by the control towers or 
terminal control units. Area con- 
trollers provide separation by 
reserving a block of airspace for 
each aircraft as it moves along 
the airway, and no other aircraft 
is allowed to enter this airspace. 


In most of the more heavily 
travelled routes in Canada radar 
service is provided, so that an 
aircraft may fly from coast to 
coast with the controllers being 
able” to: see” they aircratt 
continuously. 


The area and terminal controllers, 
working with the tower controller, 
form a complete team which ensures 
the safety of aircraft and passengers 
from boarding to disembarkation. 


To qualify as an Air Traffic Con- 
troller-in-Training, applicants: 


* must be at least 18 years of age. Due to the speed of modern jet 
aircraft and the high density of traffic 
at major Canadian airports, as well as 
the requirement for the successful 
controller to carry out his duties in a 
calm, professional manner even when 
working under considerable pressure 
for extended periods, it is imperative 
that the training provided be of the 
highest calibre. 


* must have successfully completed 
secondary school education (grade 
11 or 12 depending on the prov- 
ince). Experienced workers who 
have demonstrated a capacity for 
work in the Air Traffic Control 
group plus general knowledge and 
abilities normally associated with 
secondary school graduation may 
be acceptable. The training period, which nor- 

mally covers approximately 2 years, 


* must be in satisfactor hysical re ee: 5 
ala is divided into three phases: 


condition and pass a medical ex- 
amination. Good eyesight and 
hearing are essential. 


* must be proficient in the use of the 
English language. 

must pass a pre-employment exam- 
ination and personal interview. 


Phase 1) 


Orientation training in 
regional training facilities 
followed by experience in 
operational units which 
enables the candidate to 
become familiar with the 
job requirements and the 
technical aspects of the 
Air Traffic Control system. 


Phase 2) 


The period of familiar- 
ization training is _fol- 
lowed by a formal course 
of approximately _ five 
months duration at the 
Air Services Training 
school in Ottawa. 


During this training 
period, the candidate will 
study subjects, including 
Air Traffic Control rules 
and regulations, aircraft 
operating characteristics, 
air navigation, radio the- 
ory, meteorology,  ete., 
under the guidance of 
highly qualified instruc- 
tors using the most mod- 
ern training aids and 
techniques. 


Phase 3) 


Upon successful comple- 
tion of the formal course, 
candidates are required to 
complete three to four 


months of practical on- 
the-job training which ter- 
minates with the issuance 


of the Air Traffic Control- 
ler’s license. 


Throughout the training period, 
the student controller is required to 
pass written and practical tests on a 
regular basis to ensure that the high 
standard expected of an Air Traffic 
Controller is maintained. 


During the selection and training 
process, groups of student controllers 
may be selected to proceed from the 
Air Services Training School directly 
to area control centres to complete 
training as Instrument Flight Rules 
Controllers, and will be assigned to 
duty in major area control centres in 
Canada. 


These controllers will spend an 
additional period in training status, 
but will have the benefit of increased 
remuneration on completion of the 
“check-out” period. 


When training is completed, the 
controller may move up to higher 
working levels or administrative 
posts depending on his demonstrated 
aptitude and capabilities. 


Salaries range from $5475 to Additional benefits include 
$18618 per annum, scheduled in the 
following manner: — salary and travelling expenses 


while in training. 


ATC Trainee — $5475 — $6350 P.A. — removal expenses when transfer- 
red from one place of employment 


to another 


Qualified Controller — paid leave periods 


All 7186 10554 P.A. See 
Al2 9275 PSS) IRIN. 

Al3 10575 14343 P.A. — pension benefits 

Al4 11942 16200 P.A. — opportunity for advancement 
AI5 13728 18618 P.A. 


— continuing training programs 


Rates of pay may be increased 
from time to time through collective 
bargaining. 


Vacancies for Air Traffic Control 
Trainees are advertised in major 
newspapers and on posters displayed 
in Post Offices, Canada Manpower 
Centres and other government build- 
ings. In addition, Public Service 
Commission Offices, both Regional 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Ministry of Transport, Air 
Regional Administration Bldg., 
Room 262-A, 

Montreal International Airport, 
Montreal 300, Que. 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Ministry of Transport, Air, 


Ali = 391 York Ave; 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
R3C OP6 


and Headquarters in Ottawa, may be 
approached for information. 


If you feel that you have the qual- 
ifications to succeed in this challeng- 
ing career, file an application form 
TODAY. 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Ministry of Transport, Air, 
P.O. Box 7, Toronto Dominion 
Centre, 

King Street West, 

Toronto 111, Ontario. 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Ministry of Transport, Air, 
POBox 42. 

Moncton, N.B. 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Ministry of Transport, Air, 
739 West Hastings St., 
Vancouver 1, B.C. 


Completed application forms or 
requests for additional career infor- 
mation should be directed to any of 
the seven offices listed. 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Ministry of Transport,Air, 
Federal Building, 

9820 — 107th Street, 
Edmonton 2, Alberta. 
T5K 1G3 


Ministry of Transport, 
Personnel, Air, (Attn. PASC), 
Tower C, Place de Ville, 
11th floor, 

Ottawa, Ontario. 
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